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Queſtion, 


Q. Whether things not preſcribed in the Word 
of Gol, may be Lawfully uſed in Divixe 
Worſhip ? | 


Efore I proceed to the Caſe it ſelf, it will be fic 

to confider what the things are which the 

ueſtion more immediately reſpe&ts.. For the 
better underſtanding of which, we may obſerve. 

1. That there are Eſſential parts of Divine Worſhip, 
and which are, either by Nature or Revelation, fo de- 
termined, that they are in all Ages neccflary : In Na- 
tural Religion, ſuch are the Objects of it, which muſt 
be Divine ; ſuch are the acknowledgment of Honour , 
and Reverence, due and peculiar to thoſe Objects, as 
Prayer, &c.' And in the Chriſtian Religion, ſuch are the 
Sacraments of Baptiſm, and the Lords Supper. Theſe 
are always to be the ſame in_the Church. 

2. There are other things relating to Divine Worſhip, 
which are arbitrary and variable, and determined ac- 
cording to Circumſtances, as Geſture, Place, &c. 
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As to theformer rts granted by the contending Parties, 
that they are all-already preſcribed, and bhat nothin 
in that kind can be added to what 1s already preſcribed 
nor can any thing fo preſcribed be altered, or abotifhed: 
Nothing aow can be made: neceſſary and binding -tg 
all Perſons, Places, and Apes, that was not ſo trom the 
beginning of Chriſtianity ; and nothing that was once 
made fo by Divine Authority can be rendred void or 
unneceſſary by any other. 

Therefore the Queſtion is to be applied to the latter, 
and then 1ts no other than, Whether things in their ofpy 
nature Indifferent, though uot preſcribed in the Word of 
God, may be lawfully uſed in Divine Worſhip 2* Or, Whe- 
er there be any thing Hndifferent in the Worlþip of 
God 2 

Toward the Reſolution of which, I ſhall 

1. Enquire into the Nature, and ſtate the Notion of 

things Indifferent. 
' 2 Shew that things Indifferent may be Lawfully 
uſed in Divine Worſhip. 
» Conſider how we may know what things are In- 
Fs whe in the VVorſhip of God. 

4. How we are to Determine our ſelves in the uſe of 

Indificrent things ſo applied. 
5. Shew that there is nothing required in the Wor- 
ſhip of God in our Church, but what is either Necetfary 
1a it ſelf, and fo binding to all Chriſtians ; or what is 
Indifterent, and ſo may be Lawfully uſed by them. 


x. 7 fball enquire into the Nature, and ſlate the Notion 
q things Indifferent. Ia doing of which we are to ob- 
erve, that all things with reference to Practice are re- 
ducible to theſe three Heads. 

Firft, Dury. . 

Secondly + S un; 
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(3) 
Thirdly, Neither Duty nor Sin. 

Duty is either ſo Morally, and in its own Nature, or 
made ſo by Divine and Poſitive Command. © Sin is fo 
in its own Nature, or made and declared to be ſuch by 
Divine and Poſitive Prohibition. Neither Duty nor Sin, 
is that which no Law, either of Nature or Revelation, 
hath determined ; and is uſually known by the Name 
of Tudifferent, that is, it's of a middle Nature, partaking 
in it ſelf of neither extremes, and may be intflerentl 
uſed or forborn, as in Reafon and Prudence ſhall be 
thonght meet. Things of this kind the Apoſtle calls 
Lawful, 1 Cor. 10. 23, &c. becaufe they are the ſubje& 
of no Law, and what are therefore Lawful to us, and 
which without Sin we may either chuſe or refuſe. Thus 
the Apoſtle doth determine, Row. 4. 15. Where no 
Law ts, there is no Tranſgreſſiow, that 1s, it can be no 
tranſgreſſion to omit that which the Law doth not in- 
joyn, nor to do that which it doth not forbid ;: for 
clfe that would be a Duty which the Law doth not in- 
joyn, and that would be a Sin which it doth not for- 
bid ; which is in effe& to fay there is a Law where there 
is none, Or that Duty and Sin are ſo without reſpeCt to 
any Law. But now it Duty be Duty becauſe it's in- 
joyned, and Sin be Sin becauſe its fordidden, then In- 
different is Indifferent becauſe izs neither injoyed nor 
forbidden. For as to make it a Duty there needs a 
Command, and to-make it a Sin there needs a Prohibi- 
tion, ſo where there is neither Command nor Prohibt- 
tion, its neither Duty nor Sin, aud muſt be therefore 
Indiflerent, Lawful, and Free. So that we may as well 
know by the Suence of the Law, what is Indifterent, as 
we may know by its Authority, what 1s - + Duty: or a 
Sin. And I have no more Reafon to think rhat a Duty 
or 2 Sin which it takes no notice of (' ſince all Obliga- 
tionarifeth froma Lavv ) than that nos to be a Duty or a 
B 2 Sin 
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Sin which it doth : The Nature of Lawſn! things being 
as much determined ſo to be, by the want of ſuch Ay- 
- thority, as that of Neceſlary is determined by it : And 
he that ſhall ay that's a Duty or a Sin which 1s not {© 
made and declared by any Law, may as well fay that's 
no Duty or Sin which there is a Law about. To con- 
elude, there muſt be a Law to make it a Trarfſgreſſjon, 
and the want of a Law doth neceffarily ſuppoſe it to be 
none, and what there is no Law for or againſt, remaing 
Indifferent in it felf, and Lawtul to us. As for inſtance, 
fuppoſe there ſhould be a Diſpute concerning Days ſer 
part for the Service and Worſhip of God, how muſt 
this be determined but by the Law of Nature or Revela- 
tion ? and how ſhall we be reſolved in the caſe, bur 
by conſidering what the Law injoyns or forbids in it ? 
If we find it not injoyned, it can be of it ſelf no Duty ; 
if we find it not forbidden, it can ELeof it ſelf 'no Sin ; 
and conſequently it's Lawful and Indifterent , and in 
what we neither Sin by omitting nor obſerving. So 
the Apoſtle concludes, Rem. 14. 6. He that regardeth a 
day, regardeth it unto the Lord, and he that regardeth not 
the day, unto the Lord he doth not regard it; that is, there 
was no Law requiring it, and ſo making the obſerya- 
tion of it Neceſſary ; and no Law forbidding it, and fo 
making the obſervation of it Sinful ; and therefore 
Chriſtians were at Liberty to obſerve, or not to obſerve 
it as they pleaſed ; and in both they did well, if fo be 
they had a regard to the Lord inv it. 


2 1 ſhall ſhew that there are things different in the 
Worſhip of God, and that ſuch things, though not preſerib- 
ed, may be lawfully uſed in it. Tis allowed by all, that 
there is no Command to be expected. about the Natural 
Circumſtances of A&ion, and which: the Service can- 
'Not be celebrated without, ſuch as: Time and Place, 


and 


(5) 
and that theſe are lefr- to humane. Prudence to fix and 
determine. \Bnt;, what thoſe Natural. Circunflances 
are-is not ſo;univerſally agreed to., And if they be ſuch 
as aforeſaid, that is, ſuch as the action cannot be perfornt- 
ed withoat, then it will very much ferve to juſtyfy moſt 
of the things in difpate, :and defend our Church-in the 
uſe and practice, of them. For what is there almoft 
in that. kigd among{tus, which +5 not Naturally or 
Morally neeeflary to the Action, and if Time and Place 
fall under humane determination, becauſe they are ga- 
turally neceſfary, then why not alſo Geſture and Habit, 
which Worſhip can no more Naturally be celebrated 
without, than the former ; and conſequently a Surplice, 
or Kneeling and Standing may be altke lawfully deter- 
mined, and ufed, as Time for aſſembling together, and 
a Church to aſſemble and Officiate in. And what Na- 
tura!. Circumſtances are to: a Natural Action, that are 
Moral Circumſtances to a Moral Action ; and there are 
Moral as neceſſary to a Moral Action, as there are Na- 
' tural neceffary to a Natural Action. As for example, 
what Time and Place are to Natural, that are Method 
and Order to Moral and Religious AQts, and canno more 
be ſeparated from theſe than the other can be ſeparated 
from the former; and therefore the Method and: Order 
of Adminiſtration in Divine Worſhip ( where not other- 
wiſe determined and appointed hy Gad :) may as well 
be determined by Men, as Time and Place, with reſpect 
to the nature, end, and uſe- of the Service. So' that 
the exception made againſt humane Appointments'in 
Divine Worſhip, viz. ( that all but natural circumſtances 
muſt have a Divine Command to legitimate their uſe; and 
that whatever is not preſeribed, is therefore prohibited ) 
is of no. ſervice to'them- that plead. it ; atid-it remains 
good. fo far notwithſtanding, that. there are things Ingit- 
terent in the [Worſhip'of .Gog, and. that _ 

| F ruer 
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Order and Adminiſtration of it is left to Chriſtian Pry. 
dence; And this I ſhall more particularly prove. 
+. x. From the conſideration of the Rules laid down in 
the Goſpel, relating to the Adminiſtration of Divine 
Worſhip which. ( except what refer to the Elements , 
Sc. in the Sacraments ) are taken from the Nature of 
the thing; and fo always were obliging to all Ages under 
the ſeveral variations and forms of Dwine Worſhip , 
and 'will be always fo to all Chriſtians in the World, 4;z. 
ſuch as reſpe&t Order, Decencyand Edification, inſiſted 
' Upon, I+:Cor. 14. 26, 40. So that we are no other. 
Wife bound, than - as bound : by. theſe meaſures, and 
where.not bound by them vve are free. For as in. for- 
mer - Ages ' from the beginning 6 the Workd, vvhere 
Revelation did not interpoſe (| as it-did under the Mo- 
faical Diſpenſation ) all perſons vvere left at liberty, and 
if ſo be they had a reſpect to thoſe natural rules, might 
chooſe vvhat vvays they pleaſed for the regulation of Di- 
vine Worſhip : So vvhen under the Goſpel vve have no 
other than thoſe Natural rules ( except as above exc 
ted ) the particular Circumſtraces are as-much novy % 
matter of our free choice, - as they vvere then, and this 
or that\may. be uſed and obſerved, as the Caſe requireth 
and' Occaſion ſerves. So:that if ever. there vvere things 
Indifferent in Gods Worſhip, and the Adminiſtration of 
it was left to the. Copſideration and Prudence of Man- 
kind, it is fo ſtill; ſince the Goſpel keeps to: thoſe eter- 
nal Rules, which even the: Nature. of the Thing hath 
:1nvariably eſtabliſhed, and: winch, if at ever was ſufficient 
for. the guiding of the Church of God jnthoſe particu- 
! rs; is'certainly fo when the'Natureof. Man is-improved 
by new helps, and Þ he 1s ws of judging what 
may. be ſutable to that Eſſential VVorfhip which God 
hath -prefcribed under the'Goſpel) :und to Him whom 
that:VVorſhip is direted-t9. ' But:thea that: _—_— 
19:3 4 rms 
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firms thus, is, that thoſe Rules are alſo general ; and . 
fuch as will 1n their uſe and end reſpect all People . in. 
the VVorld: The Apoſtles in all their Diſcourſes upog 
this ſubje&t rarely do deſcend to paxticulars, and 
what they do, ſhew how far Cuſtom and Charity, g 
the Reaſon of the thing ought to govern us ; as ja the 
caſe of mens being Uncovered in-the VVorſhip gf God, 
far which the Apoſtle doth argue not from Inſtitution, 
but the. Nature and Decency of it, being in token of 
their preheminence, and the headſhip they have over 
the VVoman,, &c.. x Cor. 11. 47. But otherwiſe they 
without doubt thought it unpraQticable to tye all Na- 
tions up to the ſame Modes and Circumſtances, or if 
practicable, that it was not worth the while, when the 
VVorſhip might as well be Adminiſtred, and God as 
much Honoured by one as the other. Now if they 
did think it ſufficient to. preſcribe only in this General 
way, it muſt needs be that the particulars of thoſe Ge- 
nerals muſt be Indifferent, and that the chuſing of oge 
particular before the other was left to Chriſtian Pru- 
dence. And if it ſhould be faid (as it is ) that wher 
the things are determined in general, the particulars are 
therein alſo vertually determined, and ſo are not Indit- 
ferent ; I ſhall content my {elf ro reply, that by. this 
way of wn there would be nothing Indifferent in 
the VVorld : There being nothing, how Lawful and In- 
different ſoever in it felt, but what we are limited by 
General Rules in the uſe of. As for example, all Meats 
are now Lawful to Chriſtians, but yet there are Gene- 
ral Rules by which we are determined in the- uſe of 
them, ſuch as our own Conſtitution, and our Quality , 
or Scandal given to others : But the being thus bound- 
cd by ſuch Rules, doth not change the Nature of 
thoſe Meats, and make them to be other than Indif- 
ferent. So it 1s in the VVorſhip of. God, for ar 
Admini- 


(8) 
Adminifiration of which there are genoral Rules aid 
down ; and according to'which weare to be determined 
m our'choice of particulars, but yet the particulars not- 
withſtanding are Indifferent and matter of Chriſtian 
Liberty , and what humane prudence 1s to regulate 
_ $2E 

All which will yet be further confirmed by confider- 
ing the Nature of the things which are the Subje&t of 
thoſe general Rules, viz. Order, Decency, and Edification, 
which do moſtly, if not altogether, depend upon vari- 
able Circumſtances, and may be different according to 
thoſe Circumſtances ; ſometimes this, and at other times 
that being ſubſervient thereunto. As for inſtance, De- 
cency doth generally depend upon Cuſtom , and the 
Cuſtom of Ages and Countries being different, Decency 
in one Age or Country may be and- often is quite diffe- 
rent: from what it is in another. It was once comely 
amougſt ſome Nations to be covered in Divine Worſhp, 
and praiſed bothamongſt the Fews in their Synagogyes, 
as the Apoſtle doth infſinuate, 2 Cor. 3. 14. and their 
own Authors do acknowledg (a) ; and alſo amongſtthe 

(4) Þþ (5) Romans. But it was Comely amongſt others to be Un- 
1 Cor. 11. 4. covered as amongſt the Grec7ans,(c) who in thoſe Times 
(6) Plat. giving Laws of Civility, and in many things of Reli- 
7) Mazop" gion too to other Nations , it became a prevailing 
Satarn.1.3, Cuſtom ,”'and was, as a thing decent, introduced into 
C. 6. the Chriſtian Church. Thus it is alſo as to Edjficotion, 
which dottin like manner often depend upon OCircum- 

ſtances; and aAxcording to thoſe Circumſtances. the E- 
dification' of” the Church'in its Peace, Union, and Com- 

fort may be promoted or hindred, and that may be 

for Edificatton in one Age or Church , which is not fo 

in acgorner.- 17 -- | | | | 
 Thus'the' being covered in Divine Worſhip was for 
Edification in -the Fewi/h Church, being uſed in m_— 
: | 0 
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of Eear and Reverence ; Diſtance and SubjeQtion-;'”in 

lufion to which the :Seraphims are repreſttited sppautc! 
ing:before God, after-that'manner, 'Zai. 6.2. andin' 
matatipn of whom. the Apoſtle pleads-that' Woman 
ſhould be vailed in Religious Aſſemblies,  m token of 
Subjettion 'and Shamefacedneſs , x Cor. x 1.10. But on' 
the contrary: he doth 'judge and - Determin! that: ,”: for 
rhe Redfots- above. given; ie! wes otro and -thiote Top 
Edification ,'''that! Menſhould be>Hhiveir Untovertd; 
So the Love-feafts, and Holy-kiſs of Charity were at-the 
firſt thought:good' for Edification, and' were: according- 


aſe in Apoſtolical times,(being; an Excellem-and Uſe- Chryſoft. and 
ul, Admirable and Frindly,Cuſtom) as thereby Was fignt-] ccophYin 


fied the- Univerfat "Love /and' Charity tliat ChrifttansTertul. apol. 
ought to maintain, and which they ſhould" at all times 39-de orat. 


and renew : But when Diforder and- Licentioufneſs 2- 


roſe from them; they  were' generally laid-wſide,- arid concil.Laod. 


Aboliſhed by Authority. -* ; ©0270 600 FER 

 Soit-was thought to be for Edification-im the Primitive 
Church,to'Adminiſter Baptiſm by immerſion or-dippiag, 
and the: Apoſtle doth make uſe of it as ari excellent argu- 
mengTto newneſs of life, Row. 6.3,-4. and yet notwith- 
ſtanding the ſipiification-of cit, and the prattiſe of the 
Church' for's long time', - a Charitable reaſon hathrover- 
raled it, 'and-brought in Sprinkling inſtead'of it.” Thus 
fitting at the Lords:Supper is accounted decentby fome, 
and Edification, as it's a, table poſture and' is a fign 
of ourbeing feaſted by God ;-gnd-yer in a general Synod 
of. the Reformed Churches in Foland; cc. it: was deela- 


Tis 197») 8: y 4 G& 28.656, 


Ted, that foraſmuch as fitting was "1introduced Joſt by the Synod. Petri- 
Arrians ( beſtde the Cuſtom uſed in all the | Evangelical cav.cancluſce. 


Churches throughout Europe, ) we rejedt it as peculiar to 
them ( that as they do irreverently treat Chriſt, 'Jo' alſo his 
bacred appointments ) 'and as a Ceremny ' eſs Comtly and 

C. Dewout 
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CE) - 
Dru Md.00 many. veryicefferſive., So: that Order, 
Decency',29983.-Edificatign)) being generally . mautable 


things, and-varying-as cirqumftances. vary, there could 
inthe nature: of. the thing-be only general Rules preſeri- 
bed, and} fo: the,particulars mult be left'to diſcretion, and 
tobe, ;determined by; thoſe that are beſt 'able and have 
Authority: toi gudge of the circumſtances; and: to, pick 
quiy ob them tho juhich are;indiflerent, .what:may belt 
ſerve the: ends-of;ſRebgion, and:the honour, of: its 3nfti+ 
WRhROBS: 217 13 nd D Hen ng inte ports wr 
. 4+, I hall: proverthar: ehings indifierent in. themſelues, 

- not: fteferibed ,: way; be Lawfelly  inſed_ in Divine 


via Marinonathayaoſipr Gay ourandhis Apofites. 


ſo preciſe, but. that.many.things reſpeRing the outward 


. : .. .,>Qrger: Were, added, fo- forme: things! :; were altered ; upon 
..- .: - prudential conſiderations ; and by.the;;additipg! or.al- 


teration.of. yhich-the. Anthorityz of that Jigw. was- not 
conceived to be:infringed, :nor violated ;:a5:it's evident 
fromthe .reſpeft which our Saviour ſhewed to them, . and 
his: compliangewith theme. An wſtanceof, this:is the 
Synagogial-Worſhip.;: It's a:controverſiewhether; there 
was any: /previbon!made iinder the Law. for:theiplages 
thenaſelves, the>intimations of that'are (if any;) !yery 
obſaure,. but there are not ſo muchas any t9timations 
of.the manner-and-opder/or parts ofthe VVorſhip there: 
Aftsi1 $3121; Maſes-being, nead'and. pregcbed ithere every 


- Sabbath Day;;:aad: that. aur Saviour. frequently xeſotted 


0 itand:bore a'\part in-it; Job» 18-20, &c.,, The. like 


| temper-we find hum of, when he uſed the. Cup of Chari 


% > 


ty after;the;manner of the Jews, in the Paſſover, though | 
there. wanno. inftitutien for -it.; and that it was agjper'+ 
Ui Þ 1 | TI ; Otner 
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, taken wp- and uſed amongftthem by: way 


ion, andies 4 Teſtimony of: :cntive Friendſhip, 
ws _ Yo. Luke, 224 16.;'But Foonceive alteration 


—_ in the Inſtitution is much more excap- 


nn the addition of. facktocity! :_ _ this 


done. by them and obſerved: 
was nothing th to oblige Inez bur; pres: 
2 2A, Jelernhen to: them it ſuch! ſages 40d: rites as wore 
inofenſive in themſelves, and what were — generally 
uſed in. the. Church. - That. the.|poſture, firſt 'required 
and uſed 10 the Paſiover: was! ſtanding; j1/the! Circum- 
nces, being t0;be eat with Staves in their. 'Hands:and 


Shoes .0n their Feet, {&c-i:do ove, and 1is affirmed by ,,., 
the. Jews ; 5 and ;it 15,25 manifeſt- that:the: Jews .:in: the crir. avie, Se. 
time of our Saviour, -and for-a long time. cbefare;, | did Light. Hor. 
recede from:it,ang-did eat-it, inthe == of- difcumben- _— 


cy ; Whether it-was as.they Jooked-uponithenrfelves ns 
fled ip os poſſeſſion; of: Caman;. wiudhi they werecat 
the firſt inſtievtion Travelling. towardis or;: 48: it's: ſaid 


by the latter Jews, becauſe it:was a fign of Liberty, and © 
gr. by _ of Kings and Great Mens not\fo:matere - 


that, qur Hah did follow-this Cyſtom; -and 


thus; did ayer Apoſtles when they obſere'd gle" © 


= with ; this praftice:of theirs. withoue heſitati> 


mw Afﬀts, 3+ x Which were of. þ 
Well as the” Prayers:;themielyes ; (for 
+ they werepublick Prayers, which were 
PP ta -but;thoughythetplaceWas,yetthat 
ore; Authority than yy hat Was uſed 
s., Naw. if. the Fengdid. this inflituta 
- FRE F rw ne __ _ 


- ariſtzan 


(12) 
Ctwiſtiin: Chiirghy to; (exerciſes that '!liberty: 'when't! ” 
on as'they had ther, without ſuch particulars as” they 
had: ior rior 7 I; | | 13 * 


| And that: this is'no''other than a certair Tryth, will 
appear:frorthe ſame hibercytaken'in (Apoſtolical times 
in Religious 'Aſſemblics; -wher' tlie "Chriſtian" Chiirch, 
not: onty complied2with'the Fews'in' ſuch Rites--as the) 
were under no Obligation, but that of Charity,to' uſe, 
which" they: did uſe ; becauſe they were'not- forbidden, 
and ſo ; lawful ;-'( as: When” St: Paul took upon him 2 
Vow, AHs.:21, 1362): but-alfo had-'ſorhe'Obſervances 
_ of firs own; that: were of 'aritual narure; find as they 
__ - _ -wers taken up, ſo- might be Jaid- down upon prudential 
. conſideration. Such” account” was the Waſhing the 


| we Bzet,. ' which was-donie by our' Saviour in'token- 
OY 


of the Humility he 'was'to be + 9m yr ahd would 
have them: follow: him-in ;--and which it fems was ob- 
fervedamongſt them,z 7iz.5.10.and for along time after 


(a) Ambros, % D wy -—_— | GS. PPE. = 
NT. continued -in a fort 1n ſome Churches- (a).-- Such-alſo 


Sacrariear, Were the Love-feaſts at the Adminiſtration-of the Lords. 


C. I. Supper; andthe” Zbly-kiſs uſed then'amongſt Chriſti. 
ans; if net 4» 2 conftattatperidantt ripon alt publik Wor. 
(b) Tertul. deſhjp, . yet 6 "be [ſive tt -Prayer- (3).*-Which'and 'the 
oat. ©14 like ulages; however taken up, yet were.in the! Opini: 
on: of the Chur&h no" other than Indiffetent , "arid ac: 


cordingly were 'uporithe abuſevf "theft (as'F obſerved. 


before ) diſeirded?"From"all which-it Wpers \" =; 
there wis 6 ſudtithing 4s Preſcriptiotrexpedtet] before 
ar Rite M6uldPbeintioduced into rhe Churth,” of be- 
fore it-would be lw fil for Ohrifliaristy aſc ir, "Hut fat 
where it was/not- forbidden, the Praftice of the: Church 


- f 


co RY OT ION. Som ate nt rat thioos* if 
was to determine theres andif” Preſeription-had”"been 


ſhip,” which was not. Natural, then 'certqnly” our* Savi- 
CIE-—-{\ | our 


thought neceſſary 'for every thing uſed igDivine Wot 


UM 


"I ('t3/) 
/our.and His Apoſtles would Lo haveuſed or encourag- 
ed others to.uſe any thing that wanted fuch, Authority , 
and'that was not of Divine Inſtitution. ae, 7 

Now if it ſhould be; objeSted rhar rheſe uſages of the ames Freſh - 
Chriſtian Church were Cif0:1;' obſervances, and uſed . as Suit,l. 2. Se. 
well out | God's Warfhip as i# it ; and therefore what _ 
'there needed no Inſtitution for, and might be lawfully 
'ufed without... I anſwer 1. That this doth juſtify moſt of 

the uſages contended for , and there would be nothing 
unlawful in ufing a White Garment, . &c. in Divine 
Service, ſince that as a /ign of Royalty aud Dignity was Caſaub. Exer- 
uſed in Civil as well as Religious caſes, and according i 16 c.73, 
to. this Argument may therefore lawfully be uſed in Re- 
ligious, becauſe it was in Civil. 

Secondly, They muſt fay that either a Civil obſer- 

vance; when. uſed ip Religious Worſhip, remains Civil, 
"notwithſtanding it's being ſo applied, or that it's Religi- 

'ous whilſt fo applied”; it the former, then Kneeling or 

Stan ling in the Worſhip of God would be no a&ts of. 
Adoration and not be Religious, becauſe thoſe poſtures 
-areuſed in|Civil matters ; 1t the latter, then it muſt be 
' granted that,there may be Rites uſed in the Worſhip of 
"God and to a Religious end, which there'1s no Divine 
PS EEzzE.. | | 

' Nay Thirdly, It's evident that theſe and thelike were 
"not uſed. by the Chriſtians as meer Civil Rites ; - this I 
| wind is made. cyident, as to Waſhing, ff cet, by a 
Learned Perſon (a);and. not only was the ils. of. Charity 

called" the ISR in Serious, but by the Fatherrs , (7 Bextort. 
(notwithſtanding what is (5) obje&ted) the Seal of Fragen $acr. Carne. 
and the. Seal of. Reconciliation "and both conſiſtent, the( b) Ames.ibic, 


Lf 


(2 its i Figt 3192p - 1975 8 : a Þ- 2. 
00s 6 16 wax 2h Frreapane upoti the office, the Ochrn Tx, 
axitway a Teſtimony © 

to each. other in.jt. ... 


Fourthly , 


(.14) 
Fourthly, If. the being Civil uſages. did make. them 


which were originally fo, to be lawful in or at Divir 


H » fy 


Worſhip, then there 1s nothing that-is uſed out of Wor- 


Jhip in , Civil . caſes and affairs, but may be introduced 


'*. 1nto the Church ; ſinceif it be for that reaſon that a 
IRS - a of that kind are defended, the: reaſon will as well 
defe 


(4) Ames; 


SS Lu.6\3 


Pid 1 


tor. Feplng 


-that cannot be performed .without, And if 
"the like were uſed i | 
to Divine Worſhip ; then the teaſon t | 
 *Were (introduced and uſed - doth, wherever” that Yeaſcn 
'&, juſtify the like PraRtice, #nd we are leſt fljfl th chooſe 


J all as one. * And then. the Hiſtrionical PraQices 


of the Church of Rome might warantably be intro- 
duced, -as the rorhing. of. a Babe in a Cradle at night, at 
tbe Nativity time ;.. 


Then a Maypole may be. brought into the Church for Child- 
ren to Dance-about and Climb upon, in fign of their defire 
to ſeek _ the things above; and a ſtiff Straw put inta the 
Childs Hand, for a fign of Fighting againſt Spiritual E- 
nemies, as with a Spear ; And all the aþſurdities of that 
Nature charged injuriouſly upon. our Proceedings ( a ) 


the Harrowing, of Hell at Eaſter, &c. 


.would rerurn with ſucceſs upon. themſelves : Since all 


theſe are fetched from Cuſtoms and Practices .1n Secular 


ny 


ut, And if theſe arid 
in the Church,and applied Leh ined 
pon” which they | 


and a@ according to the Permiſſion and Allowance that 


15 


(ts) 
is given us; that is; all ſuch things that are not forbid- 
den are juſt matter of our Chriſtian ' Liberty, and there 
is'no: Sin 'm x'Prudent exerciſe of it; oo 1 7 
3+ I ſhall further prove and ſtrengthen the Propoſiti- 
on, that things Tudifferent, though not preſcribed', may 
be lawfully uſed in Divine Worſhip , from: the ill confe- 
nces attending the contrary ; one of which is, that 

#: we hold ail things not commanded. to be prohibited, 
we: thall find mo 'Church:or Religious Society in the 
VVorld but areGuilty:; and if the domg Ao makes'Com- 
munion-witha Church unlawful , there is no- Chitrch 


-- we can hold Communion. with. There are ſome 
Churches that do: maintain and: uſe ſach-things: as the 


Scripture: expreſly | condemns, and do layraſidefach as 
the Scripture ; requites:;. -as the:Church of Rawe, /irit's 
Worthipping. Saints and- Angels , and denying the Cup 
to:the:Laity; &c. And #hele-things make.it neceſlary 
far thoſe to quit it's Communion that are of it, and for 
thoſe to avoid it that are.not in it,” But 'other-Churches 
there. are that are Guilty of no: ſuch Fundamental 
Errors and 'fatal miſcarriages, and may fo far lawfully 
be Communicated . with, But even nane of theſe are 

there, but what, either wittingly or unwittingly, do: take + 
theiliberty of uſing what-;the Sariptare-hath | no where 
required. - It: was motorionſly, ſo in the Ancient:Chnrch. 
when : ſame: Cuſtoms ''did: univerſally - obtain: dawngft 
them; as the Anniverſary Solemaiges: of the -Pafſion;, 
Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion:;of :Ghriſt, and. Deſcent : of * 


the Holy-Ghoſt, the receiving:of the Lords Supper Faft- (a) aug. Epis. 


ing; (4)the Praying toward che Baſi(b); the Standing in 7/8.Januar. 


thrice (c) Aug. Epis, 


their! Devotions. on. the Lords Days; (c): govielly from 
Z£after to: Whitfoztide';. the Dipping the Baptized 


in Water :i(d), ©: Now: whatever ſome of the' Fa- | "gone: 
thars might plead for any pfitheſe from. Scriptures:mil- lib. 2. de $a- 

underſtood,” yit.it's plain thatnone of theie are required ©rament. c. 7, 
DO in 


(a) Aug-Epiſt. Qtzon betwixt that and other days. 


118. 


(16) 


in Scripture, and if fo, a Perſon that holds it unlawful 


to uſe any thing uncommanded, and to hold Communi- 
on with a Church fo uſing, muſt have. ſeparated- from - 
the Catholick Church, ſince { if there: be. :Credit to be 
given to the Fathers ſo reporting ) they all' agreed in 
the uſe and Prattice of the things above recited. - And 
he that held all fixed Holy-Days: of Eccleſiaſtical 
Inſtitution. unlawful, and all Ceremonies not inſtituted 
by God to be prohibited-, muſt ndt have Worthiped 
with them. , who did not only thus do, but - thought 
it -—_ ; when univerſally PraQtiſed:to do other. 
wiſe. | | 
But again, as there were ſome Rites univerſally helg 
in eſtimation,ſo there were- others that were peculiar to 
ſome Churches, and that were'not thought to be oblig- 
ing* out of that particular Communion, . as when 1n 
the Church of Rome it was the Cuſtom to Faſt on the 
Saturday ; and of moſt orhers to make no ſuch diſtin- 
| (a) In the Church 
of Milain they Waſhed the Feet of thoſe that were to 


(b) Ambro. be Baptized, ur in the Church of Rome , they uſed it 


'. 3. de Sacra- Not (D. Now if Perſons did beleive ſuch things unlaw- 
nent. C.1. ful, they conld have no Communion with any particu- 


lar Church, becauſe no Church was without fuch Un- 
commanded Rites; or if they could be fo fond as to 
think the Rites-of their own. Charch to be of Divine 
Inſtitution, -yet:how could they have Communion with 
a Church, where the contrary Cuſtom did prevail , as 
in the caſes aboveſaid. And as it was then, fo it is now 
with-all ſtated. and-ſettled:Churchers in the World , who 
do Practice againſt this Principle, and either expet not 
or arenot able to finda Command for every thing eftabli- 
{hed amongſt them ; and that Prattice with as much con- 
trariety to each other as the Church of Rowe and Milain 
pnce did, fo in ſome Churches they receive the Lord's 
| Supper 


(7) 
Sapper Kneeling, in'feme:Standing; in others Sitting: In - 
ſome they Sprinkle :the-Child in Baptiſm but once, and 
m others thrice. / Now there would be no reconciling : 
of theſe one to another, and-no poſſibility of holding 
Commmion with them under theſe Circumſtances, or 
of being.a Member of any .Church, if we muſt have 
an inſtitution for every thing done in the Worſhip of 
God, and that we mult joyn in:nothing, which has it 
not. 'As for Inſtance, what Church is there in the World, 
which'has not ſome form or forms of Prayer, and whoſe 
Service for the moſt part (generally ſpeaking ) is not 
made up of ' them ; efpecially-that doth not uſe them 
in the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments. But now if 
2 Perſon holds that - whatever is not preſcribed is un- 
hwful, and that forms of Prayer are no where preſcrib- 
ed, then he cannot joyn with: the Church ſo ufng, but 
while in the body-ot the Church by reſidenee, he muſt 
be no Member of that Body in Communion. 7% 
Nay further,if this be true,then none muſt hold Com- 
munion with them whoare of this Opinion; ſince thoſe 
that pretend moſt to it, and urge it as a-reaſon againſt 
Cemmunion with us, live in contradiction to it, 
arid to Practice and Uſe things which they have no 
more Authority, nor can-give more reaſon for, than we 
&o for the things they condema, and that is, that they 
are lawful, expedient, and convenient. As -for. Ex- 
ample, let us conſider the Sacraments, mm wich, if any 
thing, we might expect particular Preſcription, becauſe 
they are meer Inſtitutions ;; where :do they find that the 
Baptized Perſon is neceflarily to be. Sprinkled ? - What 
Command or 'Example have they for it, or what rea- 
fon more than the reaſon of. the thing taken from ex- 
pedience and the general PraQtice. of the Church of God 
in colder' Climates? And yet this isas much uſed. a- 


mongſt them ' that pretend - keep exatitly to. the —_ 
0 


( r#) 
of  Sexipture; as it is; amongſt us: that 'takeia-hberty. in 
things Unconimanded:; :: but: with. this diflerence,. that 
they docit-upon the' ſu tion of-'x Command. ,'-gng.; 
ſo make it neceſſary, and: our-Churclyleaves. it, as.it-is, 
Indifferent. Again, where do they find-a.Command for 
Sitting at the Lord's-Supper, or ſo much as an Example 2 
(For: the Poſture-of our Savienr is-left very. uncertain.) 
Where again-do they find a: Command-for. the neceſſary, - 
uſe of. conceived Prayer, and that that, and no-other, 
ſhould be uſed inthe publick Worſhip of Ged.?. Ang thaz 
they muſt prove that maintain publick. Farms unlaw- 
tal. Where again do they find: it required that an Qath- 
is to be 'taken. by aying. the Hand: on-the: Goſpel and 
Kiffing the Book? which is both a Natural and Ialticuted 
part of Worſhip, being a Solemn Invocation. of: God 
and an appeal to.him-, with an acknowledgment of: 
his Omniſcience., and: On, lis. Providence 
and Government of” the:World ;.. his 'Truth. and-Juſtice 
to Right the Innocent and Punniſh the Guilty ; all which 
is owned and teſtified -by- Kifling that Book. that. God 
has declared this-mere eſpecially in. And if. we--more 
particularly deſcend- to thoſe that. differ. fron us in this 
point - Where [do thoſe of the- Congregationa?. way 
tind/ that ever; Chriſtians were otherwiſe. divided from 
Chriſtians than. by. place, ov that they did combine inte 
particular Churches, fo as. not to- beall thawhile re- 
puted Members of another, and- might be adnutted , 
upon removal of Place, upon-the fans terms. that-they 
were of that they removed-trom ; or. indeed-that. they 
were ſo Members of: a particular as:-not to be Members. 
of any-or<the whole Church: of Chriſt, upon-their be+ 
ing Batipzed? VV here do. they:find that Ghriftigns were 
gathered. out of : Chriſtians, . and:did - combine into a 
Society Excluding thoſe from: it thas-would not . make 
a Profeſſion of their-Faith and Gonverfien diſtin& jrom 
| | that 


0 


(a9) 
that at; Baptiſm > Where do we ever read-that he that 
was a Miniſter of one Church was not a Miziſter all the 
World over,. as well-as he that was Baptized in one-was 
rented. a Chriſtian - and Church-Member wherever he 
Fame? Againwhere do we read that its-neceſfry-that Mi- 
nHiſters thould be'alike in Authority, Power, and Juriſdic- 
tion, *and that there is-to be no difference in point of Or- 
der and Superiority-among(t them: Or that there are to 
be Elders for Governing the Church, who are not Or- 
dained to it, and are in no-other State after than they 
were-before-that Service, both of which are held by the 
Prerbyterians, ſtri&ly fo called 2. And if.it be faid theſe 
reſpedl Government but not VVorſhip; Ianſwer the cafe 
is the ſame, for if we are to do nothing but what is 
reſcribed in the VVorſhip of Gag, becauſe, ( as they 
bh ) it derogatesfrom the Prieſtly Office of Chriſt, and 
doth detra&t from the Sufficiency of Scripture ; then 
Tay upon the like reaſon, there muſt be nothing uſed 
in Church Government but what is preſcribed , ſince 
the Kingly Office is as much concerned in this as the 
Prieſtly in the other , andthe Sufficiency of Scripture 
in both. Laſtly, VVhere do.any of them find that 
poſition 1n Scripture, that there is nothing lawful in Divine 
Worſbip (but what preſcribed, and that what is not Com- 
manded is Forbidden 2 And if there be no ſuch poſition 
in Scripture, then that can no more be true than the 
want of ſuch a poſition-can renderthings not Comman- 
dedto.be unlawful. i oo ©: _ 
.. And now I am come to-that which tnuft put an Iſſue 
one-way, or other to the Diſpute ; for: if there be no ſuch 
poſition in Scripture, either expreſſed jn.it , . or to., be 
gathered by good conſequence from it, we have gain'd 
the/point ; . but if there be,, then wemulſt give at up, 
nd this 15 indeed contended for. For its Objetted, 


D z to 


"That its accounted in Scripture an'.hainous Orime Obje#: i 


Levit. 10, 
1,&C, 


 Anjſw. 1. 


(20) 
to do: things no#!commanded'; as when Nadah and" 48h, 
offered fltranuge Fire before: the Lord, whith he'C ommanded 
chem not; &c;\ From which forms of expreſſion it ma 
te colteted, that what is not Commianded is Forbic 
den ;/ and that inevery- thing uſed in Divine Worhi 
there muſt be a Cominand to make it lawful and allow. 
able, 2 *_Y F 
To this 1 anſwer, that the Propoſition infer'd, ta: a2 
things not Commanded are Forbidden, is not true, and fo 
it cannot be the Sence and Meaning of the Phraſe ; for 
1. Thenall- things muſt be either Commanded or” For. 
bidden ; and there would be nothing but-what muſt be 
Commanided *or Forbidden ; but I have before {Eewed”, 
and it' muſt be -graited, that there are things neither 
Commanded nor Forbidden, which are called Indifferent. 
2. If things not Commanded are Forbidden, then a thing 
not Commanded ' is 'alike -Hainous as a thing 'For- 
bidden. And then David's Temple which he deſigned 
to Build would have been Criminal as well as Fereb- 


(«) Eith.g. 27.am's Dan and Bethel ; and the Feaſt of (a) Purim, like 
(b)1 King. 12. Tezoboanrs Eighth Month (4) ; and the Syna 


32, 33- 
{c) Uai.65.3. 


(d) Act. 3. 1. 


Exod. 30. 9, 


ogal 
Worſhip like 'the' Sacrificing 'in Gardens (c); a the 
hours of Prayer (d):like Nada#'s Strange Fire. The 
former of which were things Uncommanded, andthe 
htter Forbidden; andyet They were approved and Theſt 
condemned. | 


- . 2. The things; to which -this Phraſe ot Clmmay- 


ded is applied, do give no encouragement” to ſuch ah 


Infereficefrom'i ; for ' its confurtly Sppites tofuch as 
'are abſSlntely Forbidden. - This was *'t "'N 

.and 43;ha; who offered Fire not meerly Uncommanded, 
but what was prohibited; which will appear;if we conſider 


£ 


e caſe-of © Natl} 


that the Word 8/7 ange when'applied ro matters of Wor- 
ſhip doth Ggnify 2s'much as Forbidden. Thus we tead 
of Strange Breerfe, that. is, other than what was com- 

> pounded 


(-21) 
pounded:according ts the Vireltions piven forit;/ which 

:26"1t was to be: piit to common uſes, io": No 'cormon yer. 24. 
:perfmue was't6 bepret6 the like: uſes ' with it. :'So we Ch. 37:29. 
alſo read''6f: Strange Vanities; which is bur another je. 6, g 
"Word for Graveh Images; 'and - of Strayuge Gods. And ho 
atterithe fame' ſort 45 it. to be underſtood in' the caſe 

[before us; ' viz. for what-is Forbidden.:/ For that ſuch 

wasthe Fire made uſe of -by thoſe Young Men will'be 

further confirm'd ; if we conſider that there is ſcarcely 

"any thing belonging to the Altar (Setting aſice the 
Structure of it ©) of 'which more is faid ' thay of the 

Fire burning upon ir -' For {x It was lighted from Hea- 
'ven(a). z. It was always to -be burning'upor the Al-(,)7.,.,, - 4 
-rar. (5) 7. Tf it was not made/ uſe of ' in all Sacred (b)Ck.6. 12. 
-matters { where Eire was to be uſed.) yet it was moſt 

"Holy, and when Atonement wasto be madeby Incenſe, 

the Coals were to be taken: from thence'(c), and there- , RAS 
fore ſarcly was as peegtiar to choſe Offices as the In- bt _ 
cenſe, anc to be 'as'conſtantly uſed in rhem,' as never 
tobe uſed in any other. * And it will yet make it 
more evident if it-bLe confidered ! 4. That juſt before 
there is an '$£comt given'of the. Extraordinary way 
by which. this/ Fire' was lighted , for the'/ Text: ſat”, 
there come gut a Fire'from Before \the Lord, ant: conſumed 
pon the” Altar 'the Burnt-Offerine, Gc.” andimmed.ate- 
Ty fottows:the Relation of Nad.z4's miſcarriage. ' 'Now 
for » what” fteaſon ave theſ© things fo: cloſely conneQed)/, 
but to ſhew'Hherein' they' Offended. For before was 
_ the Offee'gf'1oFor's Sons to put Fire'iupon rhe Altar. 
and trow'rlirough Inadvertehey or Prefarhption Attempt 
ing-to do as formerly,” When there had Lee this Necla- 
ration from Heaven to 'tlie contrary; they Suffered for 
it. '5. Tt appears farther from"the'' conformity! terwixe 
the Punthhment andthe "Sin ;' a8 there Fame Fire from 
before the Lord ard conſuined the Brirnt=Offering ;* to: _ 
them 


Lev. 9. 24. 


: Lev. 1. 7- 


thety whiat Tine for the future $0 make uſe of ; So upan 
.- (their; Tranſpreſſion: here; came Out, Fire fram- the Lord 


. '-_ and, fdevouted- them ;-to teach others - how. Dangerous 


it was:to.db otherwiſe than he had Commanded. So. 


1 Chron. 13. that it ſeems to me to be like the caſe of /zzah, when 


Jer. 29.22,23-[atly it's applied ta the falſe. Prophets, w 


"they, tarnied 4he Atk ina Cart, which the - Lewtes were 
;to/have barny upon their, Shoulders z and it was not an 
Offering withouta/Command, but otherwikeghan Com- 
manced, that; was their Fault ; and without doubt the 
might with no more Offence have taken what Fire t 

Fould for their Incenſe, than what Woad they pleaſed 
-fot-their Fire, 'if 'there had been no more direction about 
- . the--one than the other. .. But to proceed in the other 
places of Scripture where this Phraſe of »o: Command- 

ed is to.be met with, its alſo ſo applied to things For- 

bidden ; as to what is called Avomination, which is the 

Worſhiping -of Srravge Gods, the Sun, Moon, and Stars, and 

the Floſt of - Heaven : To the Pajlding the High Places of 

Topheth, and the burning;; their Sons and Daughters in 

the Fire to Baal, and cauſing them to paſs through the Fire 

anto Molech. 'Of ſuch and the like its faid, . which 7 
' Commanded. them nat, neither;came it-into ") mind, And 
6 ho [pake, Lies 

inthe Name of | the. Lord; 101,which cafe the meer being 
.not. Commanded- nor ſent-by him, 1s in the nature of 
the thing no-leſs than a Prohibition, it being a Belying 
God ;:;though. there had been no ſuch place, .as, Dew. 

18. 20« to farbid it, }/, Now if-1ſa much. ftreſs was to be 
| laid tpots the Phraſe, as the Objeftion doth ſuppoſe, and 
that we muſt -take 4 Non-Gommaanding fora Prohibi- 
tion, we ; might reaſonablly. expect to find the Phraſe 
otherwhere applied to things that were no otherwiſe 
Uolawful than-becauſe; not commanded ; but when its 
always.ſpoken of things. plainly. Prohibited, its a ſign 
' thatits rather God's Forbidding that made them _ 


» 


TO: JE. SK. Re 
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ly, ſhould then: the Phraſe: be uſed. akall in ſuck mat- 
ire and; why; thould the icaſc-bg thus Reproſtarediif non 
ommanded is not.the-farae with: Prohibited 2. 1 + 
To this I anſwer , 1;;/ That all things: Prohibited/are 
by conſequence. not Commanded ; byti- it: follows not 
that all things not Commandedare Prohibited;i1:Tf it was' 
Forbidden, toiOffer . Strange, Firey: then: irandithing 
fot. Commmanded, (for otherwiſe the: ſame thing. would 
be.Forbiddenand Commanded) butif it had been;athing 
not. Commanded, only., it, would - got. by being;ſa have 
been. any more Prolybited than: the: Wood: that was to 
be burnt-upoa the Altar-:: Now: its with.refpect tothe 


tormer that things Prohibited are/calfd;things not Come _, _ 
manded ; and not with-reſpe&t to the latter. - 2, Indeed © 


the Phraſe not Commanded is only a Mejofis or Softer way 
of, ſpeaking, when-more is underſiogd::than!exprets'd. 
A Figure uſual .in-all . Authors! and 'Lgnguages:y i thas:'] 
know of , and, what: is frequently! to! be metewith! in 
Scripture. 'Thus-it's given as a;Charaer of- ani Hypo4 


critical. People,. they chogfe that. iy which I Delight nor A553 4 


which is but, agother Ward: for: what! was; ſaid inthe 
verle; before, their Soul Delighted in their i Aboniinat ions; 
or Iddlatries., And; when the Apnſtin; work: Daſctibe 
the evil tate of, the Genpſe World; byrthermeſtHainous 


and Flagitious, Crumes, ſuch as Forntcation, Covetonſmeſs, Rom.1,28.29. 


Lacivion neſs 5 Envy; Murder ;. and whatnot 4 her ſaith. 
of. thels, rhat they were. things vor. Comvenient,, And it 


is.4s..exident.. that ithe Phraſe wot... Cammarided -i$\of the -< tt 2" 


like kind,. when: the.things its applied ta axealike. Notes 
bh A. VF. a 


| Wed 3 5 ns; ; Ri oe JF) I D 
Ve. ;ſhail not add unto. the Ward.wnhich 1 Commarid: yau; nem Pvt. 4 =: 


ther ſhall, 7c. dj matiſh:e8zhhfr 0p: i825 Anj-that owr Sno 
our coridemning the Practices of the Scribes in this kigeh, 
F concludes, 


is not. Commanding.s Butrit my ll be'faid;* » - 


(44) 
Matth. 15.9. conclades, - 1» Vain do ly arp me," Teurhine for 
Dettrines the Conitridndments of * Mex. From whence "it 

may he colleted'' x. That all things fiot Comtianded 

by God in his World ' are additions to it. 2: Tliat fuch 

additions are altogether unlawful; wo Els 

Anſwer. - TothisI reply, - : .! LO IORIOD: Fas 
_. 1.3If they-: mean” by adding tothe Word ,, "tlie doing 

what that Forbids, 'and by diminiſhing , the riegtefting 

Dent. 2.6. f what thar'fequires (as the next Words do intimate, 
(2) Dota2, and is plainly the ſenſe otherwiſe (a), ' when its no 
32. fooner {aid, What thing ſoever I Command you, Obſerve to 
efb73r-; but iv" inhinediately follows , :thon fhalt mt add 

thereto; ut\dimmiſh from it-) its what we willingly con- 
demn ;*according to thatof bur Saviour, Wheſoever ſhall 
break - one of theſe leaſt Commandments , and jhall teach 
Men fo,- he ſhall be called leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
. 2. If they mean by 'adding the appointing ſomewhat 
elſe: inſiead. of what Gadihath —__ , 28 Jeroboam 
did the Feaſt of the Eighth Month; and by diminiÞing 
the taking away what God hath Commanded;” as'4haz 
2 Kinz.16. 14, did the Altar, and Laver, Ge: - This is what we con- 
vi demn alfo, and do blame inthe Church of Rome, whilft 
they. feed the People with Legends inſtead of Scripture, 

and take away -both that and the Cup from the ELaity. ' 

. qi. Tf they mean by adding, the adding infolent - &xpo- 

ſitions to the .Command , by which the end 'of it 'is 
fruſtrated. "This our Saviour condemn'd m the Phariſees , 

Why-do ye Tranſgreſs the Command of God! by your trad} 

Matth. 15.3. #j0y ? "For God Commanded -faying', Hovoar thy Father , 
&c-but:ye ſay, whoſoever ſhall ſay to his Father, it' is a 
gift, &tc. Thus ye have made the Commandment of 'God of 

one effett by your tradition. And this we condemn' in 

the Church of Rowe, who do defeat the Commands 

| - God by their DoQrines of Attrition and Purgatory, 

Co "i; SP p— —_— 

4. If 


Matth.5. 19. 
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-> 4. If they mean by adding, the making of that which 
is not the Word of God, to be of. equal Authority with 
it 5 This our Saviour condemn'd in the Phariſees, when 
they Taught for Dottrines the Commandments of Men, and 
elteem'd them as neceſſary to be obeyed, and to be of 
equal force with what was Authorized by. him ; nay it 
ſeems, they had 'more regard to the Tradition of the 
Elders; than the Commandment of God , as our Savi- 
our. Inſinuates, verſ. 2, 3. and has been obſerved from 
their, own Authors. This we alſo condemn in the 
Church of Rome , which decrees, that the Apocrypha 


and Traditions thould be received with the like Phpus Con. Trid: 


regard, as the Sacred Writ. 
5. If by adding, they mean the giving the ſame Ettica- 
cy to humane Inſtitutions, Ks God doth to his, by mak- 
ing them to'confer Grace upon the rightly diſpoſed ; and 
by diminiſhing, that the Service is not: complete without 
it. This our Saviour: condemmr'd in the Phariſees, when 
they maintained,that to eat with unwaſhen Hands defiled a 
Man, verſe 20. And this we condemn in the Church 
of Rome, in their uſe of Holy-Water, and Reliques and 
Ceremonies. $840 
Thus far we agree ; but if they proceed, and. will 
conclude, that the doing any thing not Commanded, in 
the Worſhip of God, is a Sin, though it have none of the 
ingredients 1n it before ſpoken of, we therein difler from 
them, andupon very good reaſon.:For therein they difter 
from our Saviour and his Apoſtles, and all .Churches, 
as I have ſhewed.-:+ Therein alſo. they depart from the 
notion and reaſon of the thing ; For adding 1s adding 
to the ſubſtance, and making the thing added of the 
Nature of the thing its added to; and diminiſhing is 
diminiſhing from. the ſubſtance, and: taking away trom 
the Nature of ie; but - when the ſubſtance remains'in- 
tire, as much after this humane appointment-as/1t was 
Wy E before 


. Sels. 4.Decr.r, 


Objef. 11]. 


Apfwer.. 
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before it, without Loſs and Prejudice, without Detaſe.. 


ment or Corruption , it cannot be called an addition- 
eo it, in-the ſence that the Scripture takes that Worg . 


Nay ſo far are we from admitting this charge , that - 
we recurn it upon ther, and do bring them in Crimi- . 
nals upon it. For thoſe that do Forbid what the Goſpel - 
Forbids not, do as much add. to it, as thoſe that Cont . 
mand what the Goſpel doth not Command : And if 
it. be. a Crime to Command what that Commands 
not, it muſt be ſo to Forbid what it Forbids not. And 
this is what they are. Guilty of:that do hold that #orbi 
is.zo be uſed in the Worſhip of God but.what is abu þ 
for if that be not a Scripture Propoſition and Truth (as. 
certain it- is not ) then- wint an addition is this? A 
greater ſurely than what they charge upen us ; for all 
that is Commanded amongſt us, is look'd upon not as 
neceſſary but expedicnt.; but what is Forbid by them 
is Forbid as abſolutely unlawful ; the latter of which 
alters the Nature, whereas the other only affects -the 
Circumſtances of things. 

The ſecond Commandment, Thou ſhalt nat make unto 
thee any Graven Image, Gtc. is frequently made uſe of 
to prove that we muſt apply nothing to a Religious:Uke 
but what is Commanded ; and we are-told that the 
ſence-of it-is, that We muſt Worſhip God in no other way , 
and by no other means or Religious Rites, than what he hath 
preſcribed. - hes 

The beſt way to anſwer this is.. x. 'To conſider 
what-is Forbidden in this Commandment, ahd 2. To 
ſhew.that we are net concerrd in the Prohibition. As 
tothe former. | 

I. In this Command it is provided, that there-be no - 
atof Adoration given'to any beſides God, By this the 
Heathens are c n SCE AS Od, 286 

tne. 
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the Church of Rome in the Veneration they "give to 
Saints and Angels. | 

2. Fhat the Honour we give to God be ſutable to - 
his Nature, and agreeable to his Will. Sutable to his 
Nature; and fo*we are not to Worſhip him by Crea- 
' tures,as the Sun,&c. for that is to conſider him asFinite ; 
nor by Images and Eternal / Repreſentations , for that 
is to conſider him as Corporeal ; Agreeable to his Will. ; 
-and ſo we are'Forbidden all other gy of-him than 
what he hath appointed. . Its in the laſt of theſe we 
are concerned, for I believe there will be no attempt” to 
prove that there is any thing .in our Worſhip that doth 
derogate from the perteCtions of God , and is unſutable 
to his: Nature, fur than the-defe&s that muſt ariſe 
from:all Worſhip given by Creatures to a Creator. And 
if we come to conſider it as to what he hath revealed, 
there can be. nothing deduced thence to prove Rites 
inſtituted by Men tor the Sokemanity of Gods ſervice 
to be Forbidden ; and which for ought I ſee is not at- 
'tempted"to be proved from this Commandment , or 
from Scripture-elſe where, but by crowding ſuch Rites 
into and repreſenting them as a part of Divine R_ 
This way goes one of the moſt induſtrious in this caule. 
Ceremonies , ſaith he, are External Rites of Religious 
Worſhip as uſed to further Devotion, and therefore js 


- , AmesFreſh 
ng Suit, parr. 2. 


invented by Mau are of the ſame Nature with Images , by (&; 2.com- 
which and at which Gad is Wirſbipped. Inwhichare no leſs mand, p. 228- 


than three miſtakes. As 1. He makes whatever is uſed 
to further Devotion to be Religious Worſhip. - 2. He - 
makes. it a fault in External Rites in Religious Worſhip 
that they are uſed to further Devotion . 3. He makes 
External Rites taken up by. Men , and uſed for that 
end to be.of the fame Nature with Images. If I ſhew 
that theſe/are really miſtakes, I think that in doing ſo 
the whole One fnhen from 2d. COMIN : 

2 alls 


( 28) 
falls with it, - x, *He'miſtakes,  in-that he makes ' whaz- 
. ever is uſed to further Devotion, to be Religious Werſhip x? 
The error of which will appear from this conſideration; 
that all things relating to (Divine Worſhip, are either 
Parts or Adjundts of it ; Parts, as Prayer, and the Lord's 
Supper ; AdjunCts,as Form and Poſture. Now Adjun&s 
are not Parts,” becauſe the Worſhip is 1ntire. and invari- 
able in all the Parts of it, and remains the ſame 'thongh 
the Adjundts vary. Prayer is VVorſhip, whether with'a 
Form or without ; and the Lord's Supper is VVorſhip , 
whether Perfons Knee], Sit or Stand, in- the receiving of 
it. And yer thoughthe Adjun&s are no partof VVorthip, 
they further Devotion in it. 'This thoſe that 'are for;con-. 
ceived Prayer, plead for Their Pradticey 'and'this al(s is; 
pleaded by thoſe "that are for a Form. '' This do the 
urge, that are for Sitting at the Lord's _— and this 
they ſay, that are for Kneeling ; ſo that theſe and the'like 
Adjuntts do further Devotiop, arid are for Edification, is 
an argument uſed by both. Now if AdjuaRts are not part 
of VVorſhip, and may be yet uſed to further Devotion, 
then the furthering Devotion by any Rite, doth not in it 
ſelf make that Riteſo uſed, to be VVorſhip. I acknowledg 
there is Falſe VVorſhip as well as True ; True VVorthip 
is of Divine Inſtitution,and Falſe VVorſhip-is of Hamane: 
Appointment;and becomes Worthip, when either Divine 
Inſtitution'is pretended for it of its uſed forthe" ſame ſpe- 
cial ends that Gods VVorſhip'is inſtituted for, that is,asne- 
ceſfary to acceptance;or as a means of Grace. Ando I con-' 
feſs Adjun&s may be made parts'of Falſe VVorſhip, as 
many Ceremonies are in theChurch of Rowe;but this is not 
the caſe with zany things uſed in "the Adminiſtration of 
VVorſhip in -our Church ; we plead nothing--of Divine 
Authority to enforce them, uſe 'theminot as-neceffary'i 
101 as means of Gract;after-thematiner'we dotheVVord 
* :70d, and the Sacraments. 's: Its undtheri miſtake, thar 
| | 4 | its 
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its charged as' Fae up6n Rites in VVorſhip, that 7hey 

ave uſed to- further' Devotion. WVithoiit this end Nifety® 
they are not to-be'uſed, or at leaſt 'not to be'eriedarag- 
ed; for Divine V Vorfhip being the acknowkdgment of 

God, and a giving Honour to Him, ſhould have all thiggs. 
about itGrave-and' Solermn;-that - may beit ſate” it, *and*® 
promote the ends' for 'which-its ufed; But if Rites"are” 
uſed in'it,'that have no-reſpeCt ro:ſuchends; they'become' 
Vain and' Trifling , * neither worthy © of 'that nor our 

Defence. ' And therefore we juſtly 'blamethe ' Church 

of Rome for the- Multitude of Ceremonies uſed in their 

VVorſhip, and for ſuch/thateitherhavenoſignification, 

or whoſe ſignifieation'*i3 {6 obſcure; as 1s/rivt{eaſie-*to be! 
obſerved or traced,* and that-rather hinder thin further 

Devotion. Surely it would not ſo well anſwer the end, 
if the Hand in Swearing was laid upon-another Book, as 
when on the Goſpel 5 nor if the Love-feafts at-the Lords 
Supper had been only as a' Commort: Meat,” without” re- 
mapa ey Dc ring it. 3: Tts-another miſtake 
that Fxrernal Rites taken np by Met, and wed for the 
furthering Devotion, are made to be'of the ſame Nature 
with Ina _ This \there dro + for, tor the Re 
lgions nſec: Images is' exprefly coifttary'to the Com- 
Jo i" Go-ad F6rjd eh Baie % terids-to! de! 
baſs Godin thethoughts6f thoſe that V Vorſhip hint by: 
ſuch mediums. But there is nothing in the uſe of -ſuch 
External Ries ( as are before ſpoken of ) that tall under 
the/cerifire of either 'of theſe? > but that we may kwfift 
by-uſeithetn, at the uſe of which hs inbt therefore” At 
all Forbidden ifi'the Second Commandaſente!0s” - M0. 
"If there be not a'Rule for all things belonging to the 


VVorſhip of God, the Goſpel would be leſs pefte& rhan* 
the Thw-;'and Chgiſt-would not be fo Faithful =s Mofes, 

in the Gare of his Church, "Feb: 
be ſupp6ſed-- # ++ (7. 97 Dog 
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The ſafficienty of Scriptureund Faitfflineis-6f Chric 
are nos to be judged of | by - what-we fancy-they ſhould 
havedetermined, but by-what they have. Its a- lauſt-- 
able Plea made by the Church-of Reme for an Infallible 
Judge in matters of Faith, that -by-an Appeal to--him 
alk;controverſics would be decided, and the Peace of the 
Church::fecureg, ; But ; notwithGanding all the advan- 
tages which! they ſo. hugely amplify , ' there is-nor one 
Word in Scriptare ( which in a. matter of that impor- 
tance is:abſolutely neceſſary. ) that doth ſhew that it is 
neceffary.; or ( were it ſo ) who thePerſon or Perſons 
are that ſhould-haye this Power 'or Commiſſion. And in 
this: caſe --we-muſt be content. to-leave things as: the 
Wiſdom -of - God- .-hath. thought -fit 'to leave them .,. 
and tq' go. on in the old way of ſober and ami- 
cable debate-:and fair - reaſoning to bring debates to 4 
concluſion.; Thus it.is in the. matter before us, - the 
pretence is very Popular and Plauyſible, that, Who: can 
better. determine. things Relating to the Worſhip of 
God , than God whoſe' Worſhip it is ? And where 
may we expett to find :them better determined than in 
his, Word, which-is ſufficient 'to all the: ends it was 
writ for ? But when, ve come to enquire into the-caſe , 
we find no ſuch thing done , ag ſuch care taken, -no 
ſuch particular ;direftons as they had under the Law ; 
and therefore its certain that neither the ſufficiency of 
Scripture, nor - Faithfulneſs of Chriſt ſtand upon that 
foundation., And if we-do not find the like particular 
preſcriptions in. Baptiſm as Circumciſion; nor .in the 
Lord's Supper as in. the Paflover ; nori-in Prayers as jn 
Sacrifices ; its plain that the ſufficiency of Scripture and 
 Faithfulnefſs 'of Chriſt do..reſpet ſomewhat elſe, and 


that they are not the leſs for the want of them. Chiſk 

yas Faithful, 'as Moſes, To him that appointed him, in 

performing what belonged to him as a Mediator ( ri 
| whic 
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which reſpect Moſes was a Type of him ) and diſcover» - 
ing to. Mankind in Scripture the method ' and means 
by which they might be Sav'd ; and the ſufficiency of 
Scripture is in being a ſufficicnt means to that end, and 
putting Men into ſuch State as will render them ca- 
pable of attaining to it. And-as for modes and<ircumſtan- 
ces of things,they are left to the prudence of thoſe who by 
the Grace and the Word of. God hath been converted 
to the. Truth, and have received it'ia the Love of it; 
' I have been the larger in the conſideration; of this prin« 
ciple , viz. that Nothing but what is preſcribed. may be 
lawfully uſed in Divine Worfhip,. that 1 might relieve the 
conſciences of. thoſe' that are infoared by it, attd-that. 
cannot be fo, without ſubjefting themſelves to great 
inconveniences. For: if nothing. but what is of that - 
Nature may be uſed or joyned with, and that theſecond. 
Commandment doth with as much Authority Fotbid 
the uſe of any thing not Commanded,. as the Worſhip- - 
ping of Images : If Nadab's and Abihx's Strange Fire', 
and Zzzah's touching of the Ark be examples Record- -- 
ed for caution to us, and that every thing Uncomman--- 
ded, is of the Jike Nature, attended with the like - 
Aggravations, and alike do expoſe to God's Diſpleaſure - . 
if- the uſe. of ;any thing not preſcribed be fuch an atÞ 
dition to-the VVord of God, as leaves us under the:-Pe- 


nalty;of that Text ; if any-Man ſhad} adet unto theſe: things, Roy 22.18 s.: 


God ſhall add unto him the Plagues that are *Written in 
thu Rook ; 'we.cannot be too cautinus. 1 the Examine» 
tion of what /is, 'or_,what is not, preſcribed; :Bat withe - 
all, if this be our caſe, it would-be, more 1ntollerpble 
than thar of the Jews. For amongſt them every thing 
for the-rnoſt_part was plainly laid down, and though-the - 
particular Rites and Circumſtances. prefcribed in [their 
Service were-mlany.:, Yer. they: were ſufficiently defcrib't! 
intheir Law, -and.r was but-conſuleing: that, -or _ 

; whoſe 
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bring theſe things within Scripture Rules, how perplex- 
ed muſt -they./ be that gre not skilked- in'tt, And*(as1 
have above-thewed')- muſt all their Days live 1n the Com- 
mumon', it's-likely , 'of no' Church -* ſince though a 
Church ſhould have nothing in it but what is prefcrib- 
ed, yet it would take up-a great deal of time to examine, 
and more tobe fatisfied;thar all in it is preſcribed. 

7 - T-ſhall conſider,* Z7ow we may know what things are 
Judifferent in the Worſhip of God > T may. anſwer to 
this, that we may know what is Indifferent in the Wor- 
ſhip of God, by the fame Rule that we may know what 
is Indifferent out of Worſhip, that is, if the thing to be 
enquired'after; be neither "required nor: Forbidden : . For 
the Nature of Tndifferency is Hlways the fame ,, and 
whart'it is: none” Kind or inſtance, it is in/all ; and if the 
want'of a Law, to Require or Forbid; doth make a thing 
Indifterent in- Nature or - Civil matters; it doth alſo 
the ame in/Religious: ' Andin things Forbidden by Hu- 
Thane -Rvithovirh7"ehe not being Tequired in'Scripture ; 
undin things: required 'by Humane Authority, the not 
being Forbidderi in Scripture, is a -Rule- we may fately 
determine the'caſe; and: judg of 'the Lawfulnefs and In- 
difterency- of things in Divine Worſhip by. But I con- 
fels the Queſtion- requires a '\niore parcieular "Anſwer, 
becauſe things in their Nature Lawtul' and-Tndifferent , 
ru may 
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may' yet, in their uſe and application, become unlaw- 
ful.' As it is 1n Civil caſes and Secular matters, to be 
Covered or Uncovered is a thing in it ſelf Indifferent ; 
but to be Covered 1n the preſence of ſuch of our Betters, 
as Cuſtom and Law have made it our Duty to ſtand 
bare before; would be unlawful, and it would be no 
excuſe for ſuch an Omiſſion and Contempt , that the 
thing is in it ſelf Indifferent. And then much more 
© will this hold where the caſe is of aa higher Nature ; 
as it is in the Worſhip of God, where things in them- 
ſelves Indifferent may become Ridiculous, Abſurd and 
Profane, and argue rather contempt of God than reve- 
rence for him in the Perſons uſing them. Apain, - the 
things may , though Grave and Pertinent, yet be fo 
numerous that they may obſcure and oppreſs the Service, 
and confound and diſtratt the Mind that ſhould attead 
to the Obſervation of them ; and ſo 4or one reaſon or 
another are not to be allowed in the Solemnities of 
_ Therefore in Anſwer to the Queſtion, TI ſhall 
add, F 
1. That things Indiflerent are fo called from their 
general Nature, and not as if in prattice and uſe, and 
all manner of caſes, they always were ſo, and never un- 
lawful'; for that they may be by Accident and Circum- 
ſtance, being lawful or unlawful , expedient or inex 
pedient, as they are uſed and applied. . 
- 2. I obſerve that there are ſeveral Laws which things 
Indifferenc 'do reſpe&t; and that may” be Required or 
Forbidden by" one Law, whichis nor Forbidden "or Re: 
quired'by another ; and that may. be Thdifferent'in one 
fate which is Unlawfill in another, and by paſſing ont 
of one into the other may ceaſe to be Indifferent, and 
er Ns when we ſay things are Indifferent, we muft 
unitrftand'of what Rank they are, and What Law they 
ds reſpe&t ; AS for example; Himahe Converſation”, 
<4L.4 «wk + and 
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and Religious Worſhip- are different Ranks: to. which: 
things Toad qe therefore what may RED 
rent in Converſation, may be unlawful in Worſhp. 
Thus to-Enterchange Diſcourſe. about Common Afairs, 
is a thing lawful in it ſelf, and uſeful in its place ; but 
when practiſed in the: Chyrcb, and in the mid({t of Reli- 
ious. Solemgities, is Criminal. This diftinion: of 
ks and States of things 15 uſeful and neceffary to, be 
obſerved, and which if ol ſerved wauld have prevented 
the objection made by ſome, that if 2 Came). Au- 
thority may Command Indifferent things , then they 
may require us to Pray Standing upon the head, Se. for 
that though Indifferent in another caſe, is not in that, as 
being unfutable to it. - 

3- Therefore we muſt come to ſome Rules in Divine- 
 Workhip, by which we may know what things in their 
Nature Indifferent, are therein alſo Indifferent , and 
may be lawfully ted: It being not enough to plead they 
are Indifferent in themſelves (as ſome unwarily do) and 
therefare preſently they may be uſed ; For by the fame 
reaſon, 3 Perſon may Spit in anothers Face, may keep 
on his Hat before the King, oc the Spitting and be- 
ing Covered, being in their Nature Indifferent, But 
now as there are certain- Ryles which-we are to reſpect 
in Commen and Civil Converſation, and which. even 
in that caſe do-tye-us up io” the uſe of things, otherwiſe 
Indifferent : So it is as reaſonable, and.muſt be much. 
more allowed, that there are ſome Rules of the bke 
Nature which we.muſt have a regard to inthe Admints 
{tration-of Divine Worſhip, And 25 1n Common: mat- 
ters, the Nature. of. the thing ; 10-Adtions- the 6nd; un 
vhs he circumſtances. ars-f9 be. heeded, viz. 

ime, Place, Perſons; as when,. where, before whem: 
we ars Coveredor Uncovered, &c So in SUrfed. fr 
rers 3. the Nature of the thing, . io. the Decency: a0d.90- 
7? | ty 
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kmnity-of the Worthip ; the end for which it wis wp- 
pointed, in the Edifiaation 'of the Charch ; and the 
Peace, Glory, Security of that, ih its Order are to 
be reſpefed. And according to'theſe Rules and the 
circamſtances of things, are we to jadg of the In- 
differency, Lawfulneſs, or expediency of things uſed 
in the Service of God; and as they do make for, or a- 
painft, and do approach to, or recede from theſe Chara- 
ers, ſothey are to be rejeted or obſerved, 'and the 
Moe or leſs eſteemed. But yet we are not comme 'toa 


eonclafion, for r. Theſe are general Rules, and fo the - 


particulars #re nor ſo eafily pointed to. 2. Decency, 
and Edification, afid Order are (' as was obſerved be- 
tote ) Variable and Uncertain, and depend upon Cir- 
cumſtances, and fo in their Nature not eaſily deteriiin- 
ed. And, 3. Perſons have very different Opinions 
about What is Decent, Edifying, and Orderly ; as in 
the Apoſtles time in the Church of Rome, fome were for, 
and others againſt, the Obſervation of Days; and in 
the Church of-Corixth, ſome doubticeſs were for being 
Covered, others for being Uncovered, in Divine Wor- 
ſhip. And therefore there is flonewhut further requiſite 
fo give SatisfaCtion in the point ; and by which we may 
be able to Judg What is Decent, Edifying, 'and Otder- 
ly ; as well as we are by what is Decent, &c. to De- 
tertmine what is fit to be uſed in Religions Worſhip. 
And this we may be help'd in by conſidering, 

+ x. That ſome things make fo Eminently for, or are 
fo Notortouſly oppoſite to theſe Rules, that Common 
Reaſoh will be able forthwith to Judge of them, ': ana 
.. to dechare for or againſt them. So when the Love-feaſts, 
and the Lords Supper were appointed for the teſtify- 
ihg'and increaſe of mutual Charity ; if one took his 


"Supper before another, it was to make it rather a pri- ! ©: 1 


vate Meal, than a Religious Feaſt, and ſo was a Notori- 
F 2 ous 


20, 2I. 


7: Cor, 14. 16. 
E-7,.26; 27. 
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Ch. 14. 40. 
3.Cor. 14. 26. 


(36) 
ous Breach of Order and Chriſtian Fellowſhip. So a 
Tumultuous ſpeaking of many together is leſs for Edifi- 
cation, and hath more of Confuſion than the Orderly 
ſpeaking of one by one. And Service in an Unknown 
Tongue doth leſs conduce to Edification than when it 
it is in a Language Vulgarly known and Underſtood ; 
this is a caſe that Reaſon as well as the Apoſtle doth 
Determine to our Hands, and which Mankind would 
with one conſent ſoon agree to, were it not for a certain 
Church in the Wotld thar carries thoſe of its Communion, 
againſt ſenſe, Reaſon, and Nature,for its own advantage. 

2. But there are other things which are not ſo Clear 
and; Evident, and ſo the caſe needs further con- 
——_ For the clearing of which. we may ob- 

rve, 

x. That we are not ſo much to Judge of Decency , 
Order, and Edification aſunder , as together ; theſe 
having a mutual Relation to and dependance upon each 
other. So its well obſerved by St. Chryſoſtom , That 
wothing doth ſo much Edify, as Order , Peace and Lowe: 
And the Apoſtle when he had reproved the Diſorders 
of their Service in the Church of Corinth concludes ir, 
Let all things be done to Edifying. The not obſerving 


. of this is the occaſion. of very great Miſtakes in this 


matter ; For Perſons when they would Judge of Edifi- 
cation conſider preſently what they conceive doth moſt 
improve them-in Knowledge or any particular Grace ; 
and having no further conſideration, for the fake, of 
this throw down the Bounds of Publick Order and 


- bring all into Confuſion ; and for Edifying ( as they ap- 
prehend ) themſelves do Diſturb if not Deſtroy the 


Church.of God, and render the means uſed in it inet- 
fectual to themſelves and others. Thus again they 
Judge of. what is Decent, and Indecent; and con- 
clude that there is.no Indecency in Sitting, ſuppoſe > 
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the Sacrament, or the- Prayers ; but [they miſtake. in 
ſuch a conception, whilſt what is againſt publick Order 
and Practice, is for that reaſon Indecent, were there no 
other reaſon to make it ſo. So that if we would. Judge a- 
right of either of theſe we muſt Judge of them toge- 
ther ; and as Order. alone is not enough ro make a 
thing Decent which is in it felf Indecent ; fo Decency 
or particular Edification is not enough to, recommend 
that which is not to be Introduced or Obtained with» 
out the Diſturbance and Overthrow of publick Order 
and Peace. | 
. 2. When the caſe is not apparent, we ſhould rather 
Judge by what is contrary than by what is agreeable 
to thoſe Rules. We know better what things are. not 
than what they are : And if Chriſtians ſhould never 
agree to any thing in the External Adminiſtration of 
Divine Worſhip till they agree in the notion of Decen- 
cy, Order, and Edification'; or till they can-prove 
that the things uſed, or required to be uſed in a Church, 
do exactly agree to the Notion and Definition of it ; 
Worſhip muſt never be Adminiftred, or the greater part 
of Chriſtians . muſt Exclude themſelves from it. And 
yet this muſt be done before it can be poſitively faid 
(unleſs in things very manifeſt)that thisis Decent,or that 
is Orderly, &c. Theſe things as I have faid are variable, 
and depend upon Circumſtances ; and fo Perſons muſt 
needs: be Wonderfully Confounded if they come to Nice- 
ties and inſiſt upon them. And therefore.as we better - 
know what is Indecent than Decent, Diſorderly than 
Orderly, againſt than for Edification , fo its better to 
take the courſe aboveſaid im-Judging about it. . As for 
inſtance, if we would enquire into the Decency of the - 
Poſture to be ufed ire the Lord's Supper, or the Edifica- 
tion that may ariſe from-it ; ſome will: fay its beſt to 
receive it. in the Poſture frequently. uſed 1n-. the Devoti- 
ons. 


Fpiſt. 11$, 
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ons'of the aticient Ohurchoof Standing or. Incurvation 
others would chooſe Sitting, 'as the. diſſenting Parties 4- 
mongſt us,and ſome Forreign Charches; 'others be for the 
Poſture of Kneeling, ufed m ours and many more, and 
all with fome ſhew of Reafon. In theſe different caſes 
it may'not perhaps be ſo eafy for a Perſon (Educated in 
a different way from whar'is praCtiſed and Preſcribed ) 
to Judg of the Decency'or Edification ;- but if he find it 
not Imdecerit, 'or DeſtruCive of Piety, and of the ends 
for which the Ordinance was Inftituted, he is therewith 
to farisfy himſelf, St. Auſtzx puts alike caſe, and gives 
the like anſwer. See Churches Faſt on the Saturday , 
becauſe Chriſt's Body was then in the Grave, and he in a 
State of Humiliation. Others do Eat on the Saturday , 
both, becaufe that Day Goel Reſted from his Work , and 
Chriſt-Reſted im the Grave. And how in fuch a cafe to 
Determine our felves, both in Opinion and Practice, that 
Father thus direQs , | /*:\aith he, what 7s joyned be wor 
againſt Faith, or good Manners, it is to be accounted Tudiffe- 
rent. AndI may add,if it be-not Indecent, Diſorderly and 
Deſtrudive of Piety, its awful. b 9 
3- If the caſe be not —_—_ and we cannot eaſily 
find out how the things uſed, and injoyned.in a Church, 
are Decent, &c. weare to conſider that we axe in, or 
Obliged 'to.be of -a Church, and that theſe rhihgs do 
reſpe&t ſuch a Society ; and therefore areto be Cautious 
how we Condemn this or that for Indecent, Confuſed, 
and Inexpedient, when we ſee Chriftians agreezng in 
the'Practice of -them, and ſuch whom for other thungs 
we cannotCondemn. When we find, if we argue againſt 
it, they argue for it, and produce Experience againſt 
Experience, and Reaſon againft Reaſon, and. that we 
navea whole Church againſt our particular conceptions 
of things of this Nature ;. we ſhould be apt to think 
the Fault may be in our ſelves, -and.that its for m_ of 
Under- 


Jing and Inf o _ f 

Underſtanding and. Infght, for want of Uſe and Tryal 
and by ReaſoH of forme Prejudices' or Plots q- 
we thus differ in- our ba ment. from them. *'We ſee 
what little things do Detertmin Men ordinarily in thele 
matters ; how addifted ſome are to their own Ways 
and Cuſtoms, and forward to Like or Condemso, accord- 
ing to their Education, which doth form their con- 
 ceptions and fix their inclinations ; how Prone again 


others are to Noyelty and Innovation. * So St. Auſtin Epiſt. "PR 


obſerves, ſome warmly contend for an uſage, becauſe its 
the Cuſtom of their own Church ; as if they come, ſuppoſe 
into another Place where Lent is obſerved without any Re- 
laxation, they hawever refuſe to Faſt, becauſe its not ſo 
done in their Country. There are others again do like , 
and are bent upon a particular Rite or Uſa & , Becauſe, 
faith he, they obſervd this in their Travels abroad, aud ſo 
a Perſon is for it , as perhaps be would be thought ſo 
much the more Learned and Confiderable ,.. as he is diftant, - 
or doth difagree, from what is obſerved-at home. Now 
when Perſons are Prone thus to Judg.upon ſuch little: 
Reaſons, and may miſtake in their Judgment, and. do 
Judg againſt a Church. ( which they have no other 
Reaſon againft ) it would become them to think again ; 
and to think that the: caſe perhaps requires only ryme, 
or uſe, to wearoff their Prejudices,: and that by theſe. 
ways they may as effeCtually be reconciled to the things 
Practiſed in a: Church,as they are to the Civil Uſages and 
the Habits of a Nation, which at thefirſt they looked 
upon in their kindas Indecent and Tnexpedient, as they 
can do of the Uſages of 'a Church in theirs.:: As ſup-- 
poſe the Diſpute ſhould be about "—_ of Prayer, or 
the uſe of reſponſals.in it, we ſee that Decency, Order, 
and Fdification are pleaderl by the Parties contending . 
for and againſt, but-whema Perſon: conſiders that what- - 
ever Opinion. he therein hath,. yet if he be *quinit 
: ' __ -  NEMB, 
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them, he' is at the ſame time againſt allfortned Churches 
in the World, he may conclude fafely that there is a. 
Decency, Order, and Expedtency 1n the Publick uſe of 
them ; and as St. Aſtin faith of a Chriſtian living in 
Rome where they faſted upon the Saturday that ſuch a- 
one ſhould not ſo praiſe a Chriſtian City for it, as to 
Condemn the Chriſtian World that was againſt It ; ſo we 
ſhould not be {g Zealous againſt a Practice, as to Con- 
demn thoſe that are for it, and be fo addicted to our 
own Opinion as to ſet that againſt a Community and 
a Church, nay againſt all Churches whatioever. This 
will give us reaſon to ſuſpect its a Zeal witheut Know- 
ledge when we preſume to ſet our Judgment , Reaſon , 
Wes Experience, againſt the Judgment, Reaſon and Ex- 
perience of the Chriſtian World. Which brings to 
the Fourth General. | 

4- How are we to determine our ſelves in the uſe of 
Tudifferent things with reſpett. to the Worſhip of God? 
For reſolution of which, weare to conſider our ſelves 
in « threefold Capacity, * 1. As particular Perſons, ſo-- 
litary and alone. 2. As weare in Ordinary and Civil 
Converſation. 3. As weare Members of a Publick $0- 
ciety or Church, S | 

In the firſt capacity, every;Chriſtian may chuſe and 
aCt as he Sabah; and all Lawful things. remain to 
him, as they are in their own Nature ,. Free. He 
may eat this. or that ; chuſe this. day or another , and 
ſet it apart. for the Servicegf God and his own. Soul. In 
rhis ſtate, where there. 1s,ng Law of Man to require , 
he”miay forbear to. uſe what is Indiflerent ; where there 
is nd Law to Forbid, he may freely uſe it... © 

In the ſecond. capacity., . as in Converſation. with 0- 
thers,” he.is to have a regard to .them, and to uſe his 
Liberty fo as ſhall be leſs, to the prejudice, and mgre to 
the beacfit of thoſe he converſes with. So faith the 
a Apoſtle, 
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Apoſtle, al "things are lawful for me, but all things are 1 Cor. to. 23. 


wot expedient ; all things are lawful for me, but all things 
Edify not. Inthis Capacity Mea are ſtill 'm their own 
Power ; and whilſt its no Sin 'they may fafely at, 
and where its tio Sin they may forbear in complyance 
with thoſe that arenot yet advanced to the fame Ma- 
turity of Judgment with themſelves ; as the Apoſile 


did, Though, faith he, 7 be free from all Men, yet have [1 Cor. g. rg, 
made my ſelf Servant unto all, that I might gaiv the more.*© 


And unto the Jews T1 became a Jew, &c. In ſuch a cafe 
the ſtrong ſhould not deſpiſe, affront , or diſcourage 
the weak; nor the weak cenſure and condemn the 
ſtrong. 

In the third Capacity, as we are Members of a Church 
and Religious Society , ſo the uſe of Indifferent things 
comes under further. conſideration, ſince then the 
Practice of -a Church and the Commands of Authority 
are to be reſpeted. And as what we may lawfully do 
when alone, we are not to do in Converſation, becauſe 
of Offence : So what we may allowably do when a- 
tone or in Converſation, we muſt not do in Society , 
if Forbidden by the Laws and Cuſtoms of it. For the 
fame reaſon ( if there was no more ) that Reſtrains or 
Determines us in Converſation, is as much more forcible 
in Society, as the Peace and Welfare of the whole is to 
be preferred before that of a part; Andif the not griev- 
ing a Brother, or endangering his Soul makes it reaſo- 
nable, juſt, and neceſſary to forego our Liberty , and to 
Reſtrain our ſelves in the exerciſe of it, then much 
more is the Peace of a Church ( upon whick the preſent 
Welfare of the whole, and the Future Welfare of many 
depend ) a ſufficient reaſon tor ſo:doing, and to, Qblige 
us to att or not to act accordingly. The Apoſlle faith, 


Let every one of us pleaſe his Neighbour for his good to Rom. 15.2. 


Edification, that is,- to his Improvement in Knowledg 
G or 
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or-Grace, or Chriſtian Piety , and the promoting- of 
Chriitian Concord and: Charity :. Now Edificatioa is 
eminently ſo with reſpe&t to the whole, as the Church 
is the Houſe of God, and every Chriitian one of the 
x Pet. 2:5. Jing Stones of which that Spiritual building is com» 
patted; and ſo he is to conſider himſelf, as well as he 
15 to. be- conſidered, as a part of it, and to ſtudy what 
may befor the Edification of the whole, as well as the 
goed of any particular Member of it. And how is that 
but by promoting Love, Peace, and Order, and taking 
>Cor. 16, s, Care to Preſerve it 2 So. we find. Edification: Oppo 
x. Cor. 14. 26. to Deſtruction, to Confuſion, to Niſputacity and Licen- 
I bp 1.4 tiouſneſs :. And on the contrary, we find Peace and: 
r:Thel. 5 11. Edifying, Comfort and. Edification, Union and Edifi- 
Epb.4 12,16. cation joyned together, as the one doth promote the 
other.. And theretore as the Good and Edification of the 
whole is to be always in our Eye,ſo its the Rule by which 
weought toatt inall things lawful;and to that end-ſhould. 
comply with: its Cuſtoms, obſerve its. Diretions., and 
Obey its Orders, without Reluftancy and Oppoſition. 
Thus the Apoſtle reſolves the caſe, Writing about pub- 
lick. Order and. the Cuſtom newly taken up of Wor- 
ſhipping Uncovered, if any Man ſeem, or have a mind: 
Cor. 144 16; fo be, contentious, we have no ſuch Cuſtom, meither the 
Churches of God ;. looking upon that as ſufficient to put 
an end-toall Contentions and Debates ; that whatever 
might be Plauſibly urged againſt it, from the Jew 
Practice, and the Repreſentation even. of. Angels adars 
ing after that manner ; and fromthe reaſon of the thing 
as a {ignification-of Shame and Reverence ; or: from the 
PraCtice of Idolators that d:d many of them- Worſhip: 
Uncovered ;. yet he peremptorily concludes ,, We have 
#no-ſuch Cuſtom, &c. The Peace of the Church is to @ 
Peaceable Mind ſufficient to put an-end to all Diſputes 
abour it.; and the Peace of the Church. depending upon 
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the Obſervation of its Couſtoms, that is infinitely to be 
ferred before Scrupuloſity and Niceneſs, or a meer 
anclination'to a contrary Practice. For in publick caſes 
a Man is not to go his own way, or to have his own 
mind,for that would bring in Confuſion(one Man having 
as much a right as another.) There muſt be ſome- 
what Eſtablithed, fome Common Order and Bond of 
Union ; and if Confuſion is before ſuch Eſtabliſh- 
ment, then to break that Eſtabliſhment , would bring 
in Confuſion ; and where that is likely to enſue, it 1s 
not worth the whule for the Tryal of a new Experiment 
to decry and throw down what is already Etftabliſhed 
or Uſed in a Church, becauſe we think better of ano- 
ther ; for faith as Grave Author , and well Skill'd in 


theſe matters, The very change of a Cuſtom though it may ang, Epift, 


happen to profit, yet doth diſturb by its Novelty. Pubs 118. 
lick Peace is worth all new Offers ( if the Church is 
Diſquieted and its Peace Endangered by them. ) 
though in themſelves better ; and it is better to labour 
under the infirmity of publick Order than the mif- 
chief of being without it, or, what is next to that, the 
Trial of ſome Form, ſeemingly of a better Caſt and 
Mould that hath not yet .been experimented: I fay it 
again, Infirmity in a Church is better than Confution, 
or Deſtruction, which is the Conſequent of it - And I 
had rather chooſe that as I would a Houſe, to have one 
with ſome Faults, rather then to have none at all ; And 
if I cannot have. them mended ( when tolerable) I 
think my ſelf bound not only to bear with them, but 
todoalli can for its preſervation though with them , 
and to obſerve all things that are lawful for its ſuppore 
and encouragement. In doing thus I ferve God , and 
his Church, my own Soul and the Souls of others; 
promote Religion and Charity in the World ; For God 


*Churcesh 


is not the Author of Confuſion but of Peace-in all the * 0-14-35. 
G 2 


Rom. 14. 16: 


Aug. Epiſt. - 
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Epift. 118. 
& 86. 
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Churches of the Saints, In: things which neither' we 


-nor the Worſhip are the worſe for, but the. Church the 
better for: obſerving Peace and Order is far to be pre. 


fer'd before Niceties : And certainly neither we nor rhe 
Service of God can be the worſe for -what God hath 
concluded nothing in. What the Goſpel looks as is the 
Main and Eſſential. parts of Religion in Doctrine, Wor. 
ſhip and Praftice. And if theſe be Secured , - we are 
under no Obligation to eontend for or againſt the modes 
and circumſtances of things further than the Churches 
Order and Peace is concerned in them. So the Apoſtle, 
Let not your Good be Evil ſpoken of.: For the Kingdom of 
God is not Meat and Drink , but Righteouſneſs, Peace, 
ond Foy in the Holy-Ghoſt ; the. promoting Love and 
Charity, aad ſubſtantial Rignteouſneſs. Ze that in theſe 
things Serveth Chriſt is acceptable to God, and approved 
ef Mey, © The Beauty of the Kings. Daughter 1s with- 
«in, faith St. Auſtin, and all its obſervations are 
< but its veſture, whicl: though various in- different 
« Churches, are no. prejudice to the Common: Faith , 
& nor to him that uſeth them.. And.therefore what he 
and his mother received fromSt. Ambroſe, and looked .up- 
on as a Divine Oracle, is worthy to be recommended to 
all, That in all things not contrary to Truth and good Mans 
ers, it becometh. a Good and Prudent Chriſtian to Praftiſe 


according to theCuſtom of the Church where he comes;if he will 


wot be a Scandal to them,nor have them to be a Scandal to him. 
And if the Cuſtom and: Practice of. a Church. ſhould 
be thus taken into-conſideration by a Good Man, then 
certainly much more ought it ſo to be, when that is 
Eſtabliſhed, and is madea Law, and is backed by Autho- 
Pity : For then to ſtand in Oppoſition is not only an 
Offence but an Afﬀront ; and to inſiſt upon the Gratify- 
ing our own Inclination againſt publick: Order,is to con- 
tend. whether we ox-our Superiours ſhall Govern, whether 
our 
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our Will orthe publick Good and Order muſt take place:- 
And what can be thelſſhe of ſuch a Temper but the diſtra-. 
&ion if not Diſſolution of Government ; which as it can- 
not be without Governed as well as Governours,. ſo.can-- 
not be preſerved without the ſubmiſſion of the Govern- 
ed in all lawful things to the Gevernours ; .and the per- 
mitting them to chooſe and determinein.things of that 
kind as they ſhall ſee meet. Its pleaded That there ſhould. 
be a Liberty left to Chriſtians in things Undetermined in 
Scripture, and ſuch things indeed there are that Chriſtians 
may have a Liberty in and yet hold Communion, as in 
Poſture, &c. ( though: Decency Would plead for Unifor- 
mity in thoſe things alſo) but there are other things. 
which they muſt agree in, or elſe there can. be no pub-- 
lick Worſhip or Chriſtian Communion , which yet they 
difter in as much as the other. As now whether Wor- 
ſhip is to be celebrated with or without a Form ; whether 
the Lord's Supper is to be received in the- Morning .or: 
Even:ng ; whether Prayers ſhould be long or ſhort, 
&©c. Now unleſs one of theſe diſagreeing Parties doth - 
Yield to the other ; or there be a Power in Superiours 
and Guides to determine for them, and they are to ſub+ 
mit to thern in it, there will be nothing but confuſion: 
And why -Supertours may not ther Command ; and 
why Inferiours are not to obey- in all things .of the like - 
kind ; In Polture or Habit, as well-as the time ( above 
ſpecified ) and Forms, I underſtand not. 
To conſude this, if we find - any thing required or - 
generally practiſed ina Church , that is-'not Forbidden - 
in Scripture ; or any thing Omitted or Forbidden in. a 
Church, that is not required in Scripture; 'we may and 
ought to Act or to forbear as they that are of its Commun 
mon do generally Act or forbear , or the Laws of . that 
Communion require ;. and in ſuch things are to w—_ 
| FED mined 


(46) 


- mined-by the-publick Voice of the Communion, - that 
is, Authority, Cuſtom, or. the Majority. a 


"ObjeT. 


Bur to this it - will -be ſaid, If we are thus to be "* 


termined in our Practice, then where is our | Chriſtian 
Liberty, which being only in Indiflereat things, if we 


are reſtrained in the uſe of them, weare allo relirained 


| «Gal. 5. 1. 
Avſwer. 


.ans to ſtard faſt in. 


in our Liberty , which yet the Apoſtle exhorts Chriſti. 


' x. This is no argument to thoſe that ſay there is no- 


" thing Indifferent in the Worſhip of God ; tor then there 


is nothing in it matter of Chriſtian Liberty ; 

2. A reſtraint of our Liberty , or receding from ic 
is of it felf, no violation of it. All Perſons grant this 
in the latter, and the moſt ſcrupulous are apt to plead 


that the Strong ought to bear with the Weak, and to 


. TL Cor. 10.-29. 


give no Offence to them by indulging themfelves in 


that Liberty which others are afraid to take, Burt now 


if a Perſon may recede from his Liberty, and yet is bound 
fo to do in the caſe of Scandal, and yer his Liber 

be not thereby infringed, why may it not be allo litt 

infringed, when reſtrained by others? How can it be 
fuppoſed, that there ſhould be fo vaſt a difference be- 
twixt reftraint and reſtraint, and that he that is re- 
ſtrained by. Authority ſhould have his Liberty, prejudi- 
.ced, af\d yet he that is reſtrained By anothers Conſcience 
( as the Apoſtle faith ) ſhould keep intire? And if it 
ſhould be faid this is Decaſional, but the. other is per- 


-petiiated by the Order, perhaps, of a Church. Jan- | 


fwer, that all Orders about Indifferent things are but 
-temporary, and are only intended to bind. fo long as 
they are for the good of the Community. And if 

are for continuance, that alrers not the caſe ; For'thou 
the Apoſtle knew his own Liberty and where there was 
Juſt Reaſon could inſiſt upon it, yet. he did not ſuppoſe 
:that could be damnified;though for his whole lifeit was 


reſtraurd. 
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reftraind, -Far- thus he reſolves, If meat make - 
ther to offend, T will cat no faſs while the World | 


my Bro-- 

Rand- 
eth, which certainly he would not have condeſcended_. 
to, if ſuch a Praftice was not reconcileable to. his Exe 
hortation of _ faſt in that Liberty, &c. | 


Js Therefore to find. out the tendency of his Exhor-- 
ration, its fitto underſtand what Chriſtian Liberty is, 
and that is truly no other than the Liberty which-. 
Mankind naturally had, before it was reſtrain'd by 
particular inſtitution ; and which is calld Chriſtian Li- 
berty in oppoſition to the Fews which had it not un- 
der their Law, but were reſtrain'd fron the Praftice 
and uſe of things, otherwife and in themſelves Law-- 
ful, by ſevere Prohibitions. Now asall the World was 
then divided into: Fews and Gentiles , ſo the Liberty 
which the Jews were before denied, was call'd Chriſti» 
an, becauſe by the. coming of Chriſt, all theſe former 
reltraints were taken off, and all the- World, both. Jews 
and Gentzles didenjoy it, And therefore when the A-- 
poltle doth exhort them-to and faſt in it, it was, as. 
the Scope of the Epiſtle doth: ſhew , to warn them a-- 
gainſt returning to that Jewiſh State, and againſt rhoſe 
who held it neceſſary. for both: Few and Gen7ile ſtill to 
obſerve all the Rites and Orders of it. Now if the U-- 
ſages of a Church- were of the fame kind, or had the 
fame tendency , -or Were alike neceſlarily impos'd as - 
thoſe of the Moſarical Law , then Chriſtians would be. 
concerned in the Apoſtles Exhortation:; but where 
theſe reaſons are not, our Liberty 18 not at. all prejudi- 
ced by compliance with them. . As long I fay; asthey 
2re neither peccant in their Nature, nor End, nor Num» 
ber , they are not unlawful to us, nor is our Liberty 
injurd in the uſe of them. And fo Iam. brought ro 
the laſt General, whuch is, | 

V.. That. there is. nothing required: 1n- our: —_— 
which. 
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- which is-not either a\\duty: in -it ſelf;' and? fo neceſſary: 
to all Chriſtians, ©. or elſe: what is -indifferent, and: fo 
may be lawfully” uſed by:them. © By things required, I 
mean, fuchas are uſed in the Communion and Service 
of our,Church, and impoſed upon the Lay-members of 
it { for-theſe are the things my Subject doth more eſpe- 
. cially refpe&.) This is a Subje& roo Coptous for -me 
- to follow through all the particulars of it.; and indeed 
it will be needleſs for me to enlarge upon it, if the 
foundation I have laid be good, and the Rules before 
given are fit meaſures for us to Judge of the lawfulneſs, 
or unlawfulneſs of things by ; for by theſe we ſhall ſoon 
bring the Cauſe to an Iſſue. 1 think there is'nothing 
to be charged upon our Church for being defeQtive in 
any Eſſential part of Divine - Worſhip ( as the Church 
of Rome 1s 1n its Hal Communion ) nor of any pra- 
&ice that is apparently inconſiſtent with, or that doth 
defeat the ends of any Inſtitution ('as the ſame Church 
dotlhr offend by having its Service in an unknown 
Tongue, andin the multitudes of. its Ceremonies ). 1 
think it will be acknowledged, that the Word of God 
ts ſincerely and freely Preached, the Sacraments intire- 
ly: and truly Adminiſtred, the Prayers for matter-inof- 
nſive and'good. "And therefore the matter in diſpute 
is about the Miniſtration of our Worſhip, ' and'the mar 
ner of its performance ; and I think the things of thar 
kind Objedted againſt, * refer either to Time, or Forms, 
er Geſture. To Times, ſuch are Feſtivals, or: Days ſet 
apart for Divine ' Service ; to Forms ſuch are our Pray- 
ers, and the Adminiſtration of our:Sacraments ; to Ge 
ſtures, as Standing up at the Creed or Goſpels , 'and 
Kneeling at the Lord's Supper. But now all theſe are 
either Natural or Moral Circumſtances of Action , and 
which, as I have ſhewed, are inſeparable from it. Of 
the former kind are :Days and Geſtures ; of- the latter 
10 are 
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areForms of Adminiſtration, and ſo upon the reaſons 
| before given may be lawfully determined and uſed. A- 
gain, theſe are not forbidden by any Law, either ex- 
reſly, or conſequentially , and have norhing that is 
indecent, diſorderly or unedifying in them ; and which 
if any ſhould engage his own opinion and experience 
in, he would be anſwered in the like kind, and have 
the opinions andexperience of Thouſands that live in 
the practice of theſe, ta contradict him. And if there 
be nothing of this kind apparent, or what can be plain- 
ly proved, ( as I am apt to beleive there cannot ) then 
the Propoſition I have laid down needs no fur- 
ther proof. But if at laſt it muſt iſſue in things in- 
expedient toChriſtians, or an unlawfulneſs in the im- 
poſure ; are either of theſe fit to be inſiſted upon, when 
the peace of one of the beſt Churches in the World is 
broken by it , a lamentable Schiſm kept up, and our 
Religion brought into imminent hazard by both ? Alas 
how near have we been to ruin, and I wiſh I had no 
reaſon to ſay, how near are we to it, conſidering the 
indefatigable induſtry, the united endeavours , the 
matchleſs policy of thoſe that contrive .and deſire it ! 
Can we think that we are fafe, :as long as-there is ſuch 
an abiding reaſon to make us ſuſpeCt it, and that our 
diviſions are both fomented, and made uſe of by them 
to deſtroy us? Andif this be our danger, and Union 
.as neceſhary as deſirable, ſhall we yet make the breach 
wider, or irreparable by an obſtinate contention ? God 
forbid! O pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem, they ſhall profe 
per that love thee: Let Peace be within thy Walls , and 

Proſperity within: thy Palaces. Amen. 


THE END, 


